
I can hardly explain my feelings when we were asked to 

help rescue 100 English Springer Spaniels. I knew we had to be 

there for the dogs, but wow, I didnôt know how we were going to 

do it! We did not have much time to discuss it or make plans, 

because it was going to happen fast. Suddenly, we learned it 

could be as many as 200 Springers. 

FAST is how our members reacted to our calls for help, and 

thatôs when we knew we could do it. People came forward in 

such rapid action that we were blown away!  

When you look up the definition of a volunteer in the dic-

tionary, you get: a person who voluntarily offers himself or herself for a service or un-

dertaking or a person who performs a service willingly and without pay. 

But that is an understatement when you try to define our ESRA volunteers; in fact it 

does not even come close. Our members are so passionate about our breed that they will 

drive all night to help stage an area for receiving the dogs, or work hundreds of hours 

developing a nationwide transportation pool. Our volunteers gave hundreds of dollars to 

be sure dogs get the proper health care and necessary vetting. They flew and drove thou-

sands of miles to bring dogs to foster homes all over the USA. It was a miracle.  

Our caring volunteers started calling for donations, and arranged health care policies 

for the dogs and cases of Advantage. We worked with 1-800-Pet Meds, Bayer Pharma-

ceuticals and PetSmart Charities, a crate company, and the Carl Jud foundation to get 

needed items and emergency funds for the dogs. Our parent club members from the 

ESSFTA jumped in with crates, funds, and a new campaign to raise funds and aware-

ness. Many joined in and helped with grooming, transporting, and whelping puppies. 

When I try to define the type of volunteers we have in ESRA, all I can say is that 

they are the best, most loving, passionate, caring, dedicated people I know. I am so 

proud to belong to this organization and the most amazing group of people dedicated to 

the dogs they love.  

I knew deep in my heart that I could say ñyes we can,ò when asked to help almost 

200 Springer Spaniels. I knew it because I knew all of you wonderful, amazing people 

were just waiting to volunteer. 

Thank you all for being there, and God Bless you all.  
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I just have to ask you dogs all a question. 

Do you understand your humans, or am I the 

only one in the Springer world who just canôt 

get a handle on what these people want us to 

do? I am so confused! 

Sam, my younger brother, is something 

Mom calls a ñfieldieò and she has been enthusi-

astically trying to get him to ñflushò (looks like 

chasing to me) some big black birds ð crows, I 

think, from our backyard. He gets all kind of 

praise for it, but when Iôm running the fence 

line trying to ñflushò lizards, she screams at me to leave them alone ñócause 

they eat flies.ò   

Then when I start flushing flies out of the corner where they love to hang 

out, she tells me to stop being silly and come in the house. Whereôs the consis-

tency there? I was just trying to do what she wants those ugly lizards to do!! 

Yesterday, it got even more confusing. Some little bird gets lost and ends up 

on our screened-in patio. Does he go perch up high to figure out his exit strat-

egy? Nah ï he goes suicidal. Fool sparrow is crashing into posts and screening 

bashing his head every three seconds. Sam decides to flush this bird, and he is 

racing up and down the patio like a champ. Iôll be darned if he didnôt catch the 

critter. Is mom happy? Heck no. In fact, sheôs been yelling at him the whole 

time to ñstopò and to ñleave it.ò Sam looks at her like sheôs crazy. When she 

catches up to him she does that gross ñfinger sweepò that humans do when we 

are naturally reluctant to part with whatever yummy, yet taboo, treat we have 

found. In the midst of all this, I am watching, trying to figure out what the heck 

she wants ME to do. I canôt understand why she wants to catch the bird herself 

ï isnôt that what sheôs been training Sam to do? Suddenly, the bird is loose and 

neither Sam nor Mom can find it. 

 Criminney  ï do I have to do everything around here? So out I go to the 

patio and there I sit. The bird literally flew right into my mouth, honest. Didnôt 

I tell you it was suicidal? Well, Mom turns on me and screams at me to drop 

the $#*% bird in her football game voice. Thatôs the one thatôs so loud that her 

team playing hundreds of miles away can hear her and call a better play. So 

heck yeah, Iôm going to drop the bird! And there it lies motionless. Mom must 

have scared it to death with all that yelling!! 

And now that sheôs got the darn thing, she doesnôt seem to want it. Picks it 

up by its foot, looks at us both sitting quietly waiting to see how she will di-

vide this treat and with total disgust on her face dumps the critter in the trash 

can. What a waste! She gave Sam mini lectures for the rest of the morning 

about what ñleave itò means, and followed me around the house petting me 

while telling me what a good dog I am. Huh? Didnôt I kill the ... I mean, um, 

whatever. 

By Toby Z. Dearmin The Springer Side of Life 
Imagine my surprise when into 

the patio flies another sparrow this 

morning. Somebody needs to equip 

these dudes with a GPS system!  

Now, Mom is getting better at this 

and she got the house door closed 

before Sam knew what was going 

on. Not me, Iôm sticking to Mom 

like glue. So now, Iôm flushing this 

bird all around the patio. I swear all I 

was trying to do was get him to go 

out the open door. Looks like Mom 

was too, and woo hoo, we did it! The 

bird got away, but my mom is ec-

static. Boy, sheôs got a lot to learn 

about this hunting stuff. All the way 

into the kitchen, sheôs kissing me, 

petting me, and praising me for ñnot 

eating the bird.ò So what does she 

do? She reaches into our treat cup-

board and rewards me with a freeze- 

dried strip of chicken. Oy vey, Iôm 

sooooo confused!!! 



3 

Want a non-fattening way to find instant gratification? You are nearly guaranteed the savory experience of love, 

wiggles and entertainment from a foster Springer. To witness these fosters regain their self confidence, watch their true 

personalities emerge, and thrive in your care is an amazing evolution that yields incredible rewards. There is some bit-

tersweet added too, as the dogs leave you to begin their new lives with their very own families. 

Please consider giving back to ESRA by becoming a foster home. ESRAôs foster homes are the absolute founda-

tion of our organization. When foster space is unavailable, we have to make the agonizing choice to turn some Spring-

ers away.  The summer ñdumping seasonò is here, and it is always the most challenging time of year for foster space. 

There are no special qualifications to being a foster home other than a willingness to provide the dogs with a safe 

and loving environment. To be sure, some challenges come with the job, but ESRA has plenty of mentors who will 

coach you throughout the process. Whether you can foster once to provide emergency foster space, or you become a 

seasoned pro like some of our volunteers interviewed below, opening your home to a foster dog is a Gold Standard 

way to help. Submit your foster home application and your coordinator or local volunteer will be in contact. Find the 

application and learn more about ESRAôs foster program at www.SpringerRescue.org/join/foster.html  

 By Carolyn Molloy 

ESRA Foster Home Chairperson Instant Gratification Available  

By Linnea Maxwell Getting Started With Fostering  
Madeline Finnerty of Ashland, OH, points out that 

when you first bring a new dog into your house, there 

are issues about the pecking order. ñI first allow the dog 

to walk around the yard by itself with my dogs still in-

side. Then I crate the foster dog or put him back in my 

car and let my dogs out. My dogs usually realize there is 

a new dog and will do some sniffing. Then they go and 

do their own thing. I may bring the new dog into the 

house and allow him to get a drink and walk around. 

Back in the yard, where there is lots of space, I let the 

dogs get to know each other. I watch for signs of one 

dog wanting to dominate the others. Then I bring them 

all back inside and may keep them separated or even 

crate the foster at first.ò 

ESRA President Caryn Pola has fostered more than 

200 dogs, and follows a similar procedure when intro-

ducing a new dog to her pack. ñOnce everyone is ignor-

ing the new guy, we take off his leash. But we always 

stay in the yard. After some time the new dog will ven-

ture into the house and we let him explore. We do not 

have any food or bones out (we never feed bones of any 

kind). Usually I let them relax before feeding, and feed 

the new dog away from mine for the first feeding.ò 

What happens next depends on whether the foster 

dog came from a shelter or is an owner relinquishment. 

If you love 

Springers and 

wish you 

could help 

them all, but 

realize the 

limitations of 

owning too 

many dogs, 

consider fos-

tering. Itôs not 

as difficult as 

some might 

think, and ESRAôs foster families are happy to share their 

experience to help you get started.  

According to Kara DuLac-Shields of Knoxville, TN, 

fostering is a learn-as-you-go situation, but as long as you 

treat the dog with kindness and respect, anything you do 

will likely be better than where the dog came from.  

ñI was very nervous about fostering when we took in 

Chance, our first foster dog,ò Kara said. ñI didn't want to 

neglect my own two dogs, and I didn't want to somehow 

ómess upô with Chance, but after we got him I realized that 

the only thing we really had to do was to love Chance and 

teach him just like we do our own.ò 

Buddyôs coat is typical of what a foster home 
may encounter when a new dog arrives from  
a shelter after being dumped by his owner.  

Continued on page 4 
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For shelter dogs, Caryn says, ñIf the new dog is really 

smelly, Iôll give a bath and haircut. If I can hold off a day I 

will, but most times I have to give a bath. Flea prevention is 

done at that time.ò  

No matter where 

the dog came 

from, Caryn ad-

vises the new fos-

ter home to be 

careful. ñYou don't 

know this dog and 

you need to be 

wary. Don't be 

kissing the dog, 

but be talking to 

him. He may be 

very nervous.ò 

For the first night, Madeline advises crating the foster 

dog, at least until she trusts the dog or knows that he/she is 

house trained. ñMost of my fosters have spent one or two 

nights crated and then lay on their own bed.  I also crate the 

foster dog when I leave the dogs at home.ò 

Caryn does not crate the dog on the first night, but sets 

up an area with a baby gate and dog bed near her own bed, 

ñWhere I can keep an eye on the new guy and talk to him if 

he is uneasy.ò 

Fawn Bryan of Chagrin Falls, OH, advises, ñUse a 

leash in the house to begin with. Take the dog out every 

hour to make sure he is potty trained. Stretch out the time 

when you feel comfortable that the foster is potty trained, if 

not ï potty train. If you have children in your home, donôt 

leave the dog unattended with them or overwhelm a 

stressed out dog with excited children. Take your time, in-

troduce one child at a time and set each introduction up for 

success for the Springer and for the children.ò 

Most foster dogs will need a vet visit soon after coming 

into ESRAôs care. Foster homes need to work with their 

state coordinator to understand what expenses are covered 

and how to submit bills for reimbursement. 

Once the foster dog settles into your routine, daily care 

is no different than with your own dogs. Within a few 

weeks, youôll see the dog blossom into one thatôs ready to 

be adopted. ñFoster dogs seem to know that they have been 

saved and will respond well to attention, training and 

love,ò Madeline said.  

Sometimes families fall in love and adopt their fos-

ter dog, often referred to as ñfailing Fostering 101.ò  

Bill Timmons of Ft. Pierce, FL, says, ñI find foster-

ing to be very rewarding. It is always sad to send them 

to the forever homes, but I realize that Iôm just the 

ómiddleman.ô It would be easy to fail Fostering 101, 

but if I do, then I donôt have room for more. Thatôs not 

to say I wonôt ð I just havenôt yet.ò 

Most families know that parting with their foster 

dogs will be an emotional time, but the rewards out-

weigh the sadness. 

As M.L. Woy, of West Sacramento, CA, says, 

ñYou meet a lot of great people that apply to adopt the 

dogs and will make many new friendships. There is a 

lot of satisfaction watching a new dog develop while it 

is in your care. You will get to know other fostering 

families as you quiz them about dog behavior and how 

they deal with fostering, your network will build. The 

down side, the sad day you wave goodbye to your fos-

ter and shed tears as you watch him go to his new 

home, knowing that you would like to keep him forever 

ï but that would stop you from helping other dogs.ò 

Fawn said, ñWhat helped me say good-bye was 

knowing that in the future, I could foster another ESRA 

Springer. It also helped knowing that the Springer I had 

just helped was going to a great home...who still con-

tacts me! Itôs wonderful hear how great he is doing and 

how much the new family loves him.ò 

Getting Started With Fostering (continued from page 3)  

Some grooming and TLC from his foster 
family make Buddy ready for adoption. 

Finally, Buddy is adopted and has a forever family.  
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By Caryn Pola 

SAVE THE DATES 

2009 ESSFTA Nationals  

Sept. 6 -12 

Purina Farms  

Gray Summit, MO  

 
If you donôt have time to attend this year, 

plan now for next year.  

2010 ESSFTA Nationals  

Oct. 2-10 

Linn County Fairgrounds  

Albany, Oregon  

As youôre 

making your sum-

mer travel plans, 

please consider 

joining ESRA in 

Missouri for the 

National Springer 

Spaniel Specialty 

Show, September 

6-12. Thatôs quite 

a bit earlier than it has been held in previous years, so 

now is the time to get it on your calendar.  

If you arenôt familiar with the national show, let me 

tell you about a great way to spend a week. The English 

Springer Spaniel Field Trial Association (ESSFTA) is the 

national parent club for our breed. It holds an annual dog 

show, which moves to a different state each year. The 

show is a fabulous event for Springer lovers to watch 

dogs compete in confirmation, obedience, rally, team 

obedience, agility, and hunting dog tests.   

This yearôs show will be at Purina Farms in Gray 

Summit, MO, near St. Louis.  

ESRA will again play an active role in the show. We 

will have an evening hospitality suite for fun and 

Springer talk. Our annual meeting will be at the Holiday 

Inn Six Flags in Eureka, Mo., on Thurs., Sept. 9. ESRA 

members are encouraged to attend and share your ideas 

with the management team and board members who will 

be in attendance. On Friday night, ESRA will be holding 

our fundraising dinner and auction. This year it will be a 

magical night of wine, chocolate and Springers! Saturday 

will be the event most dear to my heart ï the Rescue Pa-

rade.  We will have 20-25 rescued dogs come to the show 

and parade in the show ring. These rescued Springers 

may come from any rescue, but the dogs and their owners 

must register in advance. A wonderful book is prepared 

with their stories, and itôs always a big tear jerker. Our 

Rescue Parade will be also shown by webcast. 

An event such as this relies on lots of volunteers. We 

set up a 40-foot booth and sell ESRA merchandise and 

lots of great dog stuff! We need people to work in the 

booth ï no experience necessary! We also need folks ï 

guys ï to help set 

up and take down 

the booth. We 

also need volun-

teers to set up be-

fore the party on 

Friday. ESRA 

also helps the 

ESSFTA put on 

the show, and this year we will assist with morning hos-

pitality, the information booth, and grounds keeping. We 

always get a great donation from ESSFTA in return for 

our assistance.   

One neat thing about attending nationals is meeting 

ESRA members from all over the USA, as many of our 

members attend year after year. For more information 

about Nationals, please see the  website 

www.ESSFTA.com or www.essftanational.com. 

Even if you canôt attend the show, you can help 

ESRA by sending items for our auction or making a gift 

basket that represents your state. If your business would 

like to help with our show by offering a door prize, 

please e-mail me at rescuespringers@hotmail.com. 

I hope to see you in September!   

 

Make Plans for Nationals in September  



Last issue, we announced the formation of ESRAôs 

Transport Team. This issue, weôre taking a behind-the-

scenes look at how a large transport comes together. 

Nita Watson is ESRAôs transport coordinator for 

Georgia and Alabama. When ESRA rescued the Kansas 

dogs last November, Nita handled the logistics of taking 

a van to Missouri, and bringing back as many dogs as 

could be fostered in surrounding states. ñWe didnôt have 

our act together, but we learned as we went along,ò Nita 

said. ñUntil the time we left, the number was constantly 

changing, as coordinators would line up more foster 

homes, and e-mail us with how many dogs each state 

could take.ò 

Diane Samdahl collected more than 20 borrowed 

crates. ñSheôs a very organized person,ò Nita said. ñWe 

had great response from members and adopters who 

couldnôt drive, but offered money or supplies.ò  

Nita and Diane drove a rented cargo van from Geor-

gia to Missouri and brought back 27 dogs. After a stop 

in Tennessee to pick up more dogs, they regrouped in 

Atlanta where some dogs were met by foster parents and 

other transporters. Carol Sanderson then took the re-

maining dogs to Florida, and brought the van back. 

ñCargo vans need to be dropped off where they were 

rented,ò Nita explained.  

Shortly afterwards, Linda Lintz organized the Trans-

port Team. Nita e-mailed the group with her recommen-

dations and thought she would take a break from trans-

porting. Two months later, ESRA rescued 100 Springers 

from the Missouri kennel fire, and Nita was on the 

road again ð this time with Beth Campbell, Leslie Allen 

and Cindy Peterson  ñThings went much more smoothly 

because of all we learned the first time,ò Nita said. ñWe 

had almost as many dogs, but we took two smaller vans, 

which saved a lot of time because the crates werenôt 

stacked as deep and didnôt need to come out every time 

we took a potty break.ò 

Nita sees the silver lining instead of clouds, espe-

cially as her work hours have been reduced due to the 

economy. ñTiming is everything,ò she said. ñDiane is a 

professor, and she was on break during our first trip. 

ñTwo years ago I was so busy at work, I couldnôt have 

done anything like this.ò 

Meanwhile, on the other end of the country, Kathy 

Armstrong and Heather Fall embarked on a journey to 

bring 41 of the Missouri dogs west. Kathy is the coordi-

nator for eastern Washington, Idaho and Montana, and 

Heather coordinates emergency transports. They flew 

from Spokane, WA, to Kansas City, courtesy of a respon-

sible Springer breeder who supports ESRA.  

Once on the ground, they spent the first day helping 

Kansas coordinator Mark Samuel with the intake of very 

timid dogs.ñI was told they hadnôt had much human con-

tact,ò Kathy said. ñThey didnôt act like abused dogs, but 

they were fearful until they found out we were nice. Then 

they just wanted to be loved.ò  

 

By Linnea Maxwell Large Transports Take Lots  of Coordination  

Heather Fall, Tracy Marik, Kathy Armstrong and Wes  
Poetschat load the rental truck, along with Heather's Brittany, 

Tori, a service dog who accompanied them to Missouri. 

4 
(Continued on page 7) 
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Cindy Peterson checks on dogs during a rest stop. 



Our dogs are unlike humans physiologically. We 

are two very different species with different dietary 

needs. Because dogs are smaller, with different teeth, 

different body chemistry, and far shorter digestive sys-

tems, they canôt eat many of our foods. 

As the weather warms up and we enjoy barbeques 

and seasonal favorites, itôs especially important to be 

diligent about these potentially dangerous foods and 

drinks that might be within reach of your best friend.  

 ãAvocadoes: The avocado fruit, pit, and plant/tree are 

all toxic to dogs. 

ã Broccoli: It can be toxic in large quantities due to a 

compound called isothiocyanate. Just make sure broc-

coli makes up no more than 10% of your dogôs diet. 

ã Grapes & raisins: Have an unknown toxin that 

causes kidney failure in dogs. 

ã Onions & garlic: Contain thiosulfate that destroys 

red blood cells and causes anemia. This also builds up 

in the dogôs system, so even if they only eat a little bit 

at a time, repeated ingestion can result in toxic levels.  

ã Tomatoes: The stems and leaves of the tomato plant 

contain a lot of oxalates, which cause bladder stones. 

Some have also attributed cardiac problems to the to-

mato itself. 

ã Pits/seeds: Although fruits like apples, cherries, and 

peaches are great snacks for dogs, most fruit pits con-

tain a form of cyanide and can also cause intestinal 

blockages. 

ã Mold/Spoiled food: Even though dogs donôt often 

suffer with food poisoning symptoms because their di-

gestive systems are so much shorter than ours, itôs best 

not to take chances. If you wonôt eat it, neither should 

your dog.  

ã Mushrooms: There are very few types that are com-

pletely safe, so itôs best to avoid them. 

Many Human Foods Are  

Dangerous to Dogs  
By Kara Dulac 

An exhausted Kathy Armstrong relaxes with some of the 

dozen traveling dogs in a Montana motel room. 

Because they had learned from Nitaôs experience that 

you canôt take a cargo van one-way, Kathy and Heather 

rented a 16-foot truck in Kansas City.  They stopped at vol-

unteersô homes along the way ð first in at Nebraska, then in 

Wyoming, they met up with other drivers who took dogs on 

to Utah, Nevada, Arizona, Colorado, California and Seattle.  

Kathy and Heather had 12 dogs left when they were 

forced to stop in Missoula, Montana because a snow storm 

closed a mountain pass. Luckily, they found a pet-friendly 

motel, and all got some much needed rest. 

Back in Spokane, coverage on two TV stations gener-

ated new volunteers, donations, and helped the dogs get 

placed quickly. ñNone of the dogs went to a facility. They 

all went to ESRA foster homes,ò Kathy said. 

Thereôs always something unexpected to deal with along 

the way. For Kathy and Heather, it was a recently-spayed 

dog whose sutures came out. Wyoming foster mom Kristi 

Wallin ñstepped up out of nowhereò and took the dog to her 

own vet. For Nita and Diane, it was two dogs they thought 

were about to give birth. Dee and Dean Maupins took those 

two dogs when Nita and Diane stopped in Tennessee. 

 ñIôm so proud of this organization and its Transport 

Team,ò Kathy said, giving credit to Linda Lintz for organiz-

ing it, as well as Suzanne Zutter, Heather Fall, and many 

others who helped along the way. ñEverybody was willing 

to do something big. If we asked, it was, ósure, Iôll meet you 

at a truck stop at four in the morning.ôò 

Nita echoed the sentiment. ñItôs amazing. You think, óoh 

my God, how are we going to do that?ô and then it all falls 

into place.ò 

Transport (continued from page 6)  

(Continued on page 8) 
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ã Nuts: Macadamia and walnuts can cause weakness, 

muscle tremors and paralysis. However, other nuts like 

peanuts and Brazil nuts can be healthy for your dog, in 

moderation.  

ã Potato peelings, green potatoes, green tomatoes, and 

rhubarb leaves: Contain oxalates, which can harm the 

nervous, digestive, and urinary systems, causing bladder 

stones. And by the way, rhubarb leaves are toxic no mat-

ter to which species you belong! 

ã Salt, Baking Soda, & Baking Powder: Too much salt 

can damage your dogôs kidneys. And in large amounts, 

they all can unbalance your dogôs electrolytes, leading to 

muscle spasm and congestive heart failure. 

ã Fish: Some raw fish can also cause salmonella poison-

ing; raw salmon can contain a parasite that hosts 

rickettsia, which can sicken or kill dogs. 

ã Bones: Most bones should NOT be given (especially 

chicken or spare rib bones) because they all can splinter 

and lacerate the digestive tract, or pose a choking hazard 

by becoming stuck in your dogôs throat. Bones are not all 

bad, though. Appropriately-sized bones do offer valuable 

minerals and nutrients, and chewing on a hard object will 

clean your dogôs teeth and strengthen their jaw muscles, 

as well as provide entertainment for your dog. If you do 

give your dog a bone, make sure it is a large enough 

bone, like a beef knuckle, that your dog canôt swallow 

whole, and always supervise your dogôs chewing. Also 

be aware that raw bones can harbor bacteria like salmo-

nella. You can boil your dogôs bones to reduce the possi-

bility of culturing bacteria, but baking them tends to 

make them brittle. 

ã Dairy Products: Beware of fatty dairy products like 

butter and cream, which can precipitate pancreatitis.  

ã Alcohol: Wine, beer, tequila, Nyquil, doesnôt matter 

what kind ï any form of alcohol can lead to coma or 

death. 

ã Fatty Meats: Fatty meats have the capacity to induce 

pancreatitis. Avoid them 

ã Chocolate: Although your dog may 

tell you he LOVES chocolate, it does-

nôt love him. Chocolate contains caf-

feine and an alkaloid compound 

called theobromine, which acts as a 

cardiac stimulant and diuretic. In 

large-enough amounts, chocolate can lead to dehydration, 

seizures, and death.  

ã Coffee/tea/soft drinks: Are all hazardous due to their 

caffeine content. Remember to dispose of your coffee 

grounds and tea bags properly, as dogs can sometimes 

have a strange attraction to stuff like this. 

ã Cigarettes/Cigars/Chewing Tobacco/Nicotine 

Patches/Nicotine Gum: Nicotine is an alkaloid poison, 

toxic enough that itôs used as a pesticide. In dogs that 

have ingested enough nicotine, the poison can paralyze 

their diaphragm (breathing) muscle and cause cardiac 

problems, up to heart failure. 

ã NSAIDs/Aspirin/Ibuprofen: In large doses, non-

steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs can cause ulcers, and 

damage kidneys by reducing blood flow to vital organs. 

Administer these to your dog only on the advice of your 

veterinarian.  

ã Tylenol/Acetaminophen: Should NEVER be given to 

dogs or cats. Causes severe tissue damage to cells, and 

dogs and cats donôt have enough of the liver enzymes 

necessary to effectively break this chemical down into its 

harmless components.  

ã Human Vitamin Supplements: Many vitamins manu-

factured for human use contain levels of nutrients and 

minerals, particularly iron, which are too concentrated for 

dogs to digest safely.  They can cause kidney failure and 

liver damage.  

In order to show our love to our four-legged kids 

with tails, we do need to say ñnoò to human food occa-

sionally, just like any responsible parent. If youôre ever in 

doubt about a food treat, donôt give it to your dog.  

And if your dog gets hold of something bad, call the 

ASPCA Poison Hotline at (888) 426-4435.  

Doggie Dietary No -Noõs (continued) 
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     As luck would have it, last winter my Springer mom hitched a ride from Kan-

sas to Minnesota, and I was born one snowy morning. I remember all of the atten-

tion my mom gave to me. I remember blindly looking for an open milk spigot 

throughout the first days of my life. After a while my eyes started to open and I 

saw this wonderful lady watching over all of us. We were living in a square box 

that was painted white like the snow outside. 

      My mom, Joy, could jump out at her leisure but it took my brother, my two 

sisters and me a couple of more weeks before we tried climb out of this box. 

Luckily, the wonderful lady and her family visited us often and held us in their 

laps giving us such warmth and tenderness with their touches. 

Soon we started to walk ð and then run ð around their house. It was so much fun to roll and tumble with my 

brother and sisters on the rug or under the dining room table. Several times a day, this wonderful lady took us outside to 

do something, but I am not quite sure what we were supposed to do except play in the snow. 

As time went on, we started to learn our manners from our mom. We met a lot of other people who picked us up, 

held us on their laps, played with us, and took us to different places. It was very exciting to meet other dogs like us, play 

with them, and run in the yard. Here is where I started to understand why we went outside several times a day. One of 

the older dogs in the house always led the way while we followed him. 

Then one day, my brother Sammy left with a very happy couple. My sister Snow left the next week with a family 

that had two children. Finally, my sister Star left with a family that had a young daughter. I was the only one still with 

our mom, and then one day she went away with a family who fell in love with her as soon as they met her. 

I was alone for awhile.  

Then this nice couple appeared at the house. They wanted to see me and play with me on the floor. Boy, I was hav-

ing fun and they were too. So, it was decided that I would go home with them. 

The trip was a long one in doggie minutes, but we finally ar-

rived. I checked out the whole house, the yard, the two boys, and 

decided that this was a very happy home. I started Puppy class and 

met my first Lab the first week.  The second week, I met my first 

Pug. I have been making friends every place that I go. I finally un-

derstand why the nice people ask me to go outside several times a 

day. Wow!   

I have been growing and growing. Everyone who meets me 

now says that I am going to be a big dog. They like the softness of 

my black and white fur and they are amazed that I do not bark. Life 

is so good here, why would I need to complain? I would like to 

thank the following people who made my new life possible: 

Trudy Stiefenhoefer, my momôs first foster mom 

Cay Wingard, who whelped us and fostered all of us 

Carmen Laing, who fostered us and found us great forever homes 

Kris Radermacher, who loaned us her whelping box and gave our foster mom a lot of good information on how 

to raise a puppy 

Tom and Debbie Reardon and their two sons, Kyle and Cory, who adopted me! 

Miloõs Happy Ending As told to Kathy Raidt 

The Reardon family with newly adopted Milo. 


