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ESRA Volunteers Make Miracles Happen

Volume 2, Issue 2

By Caryn Pola, ESRA President

I can hardly explain my feelings when we were asked to
help rescue 100 English Springer Spaniels. | knew we had to be
t here for the dogshagwwdweregoingdo
do it! We did not have much time to discuss it or make plans,
because it was going to happen fast. Suddenly, we learned it
could be as many as 200 Springers.

FAST is how our members reacted to our calls for help, and
thatdés when we knew we coul
such rapid action that we were blown away!

When you look up the definition of a volunteer in the dic- ‘
tionary, you get: a person who voluntarily offers himself or herself for a service or un-
dertaking or a person who performs a service willingly and without pay.

But that is an understatement when you try to define our ESRA volunteers; in fact it
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does not even come close. Our members are so passionate about our breed that they will
drive all night to help stage an area for receiving the dogs, or work hundreds of hours
developing a nationwide transportation pool. Our volunteers gave hundreds of dollars to
be sure dogs get the proper health care and necessary vetting. They flew and drove thou-
sands of miles to bring dogs to foster homes all over the USA. It was a miracle.

Our caring volunteers started calling for donations, and arranged health care policies
for the dogs and cases of Advantage. We worked with 1-800-Pet Meds, Bayer Pharma-
ceuticals and PetSmart Charities, a crate company, and the Carl Jud foundation to get
needed items and emergency funds for the dogs. Our parent club members from the
ESSFTA jumped in with crates, funds, and a new campaign to raise funds and aware-
ness. Many joined in and helped with grooming, transporting, and whelping puppies.

When | try to define the type of volunteers we have in ESRA, all | can say is that
they are the best, most loving, passionate, caring, dedicated people | know. I am so
proud to belong to this organization and the most amazing group of people dedicated to
the dogs they love.

I knew deep in my heart that | coulld
200 Springer Spaniels. | knew it because | knew all of you wonderful, amazing people

were just waiting to volunteer.
Thank you all for being there, and God Bless you all.

English Springer
Rescue America, inc.
www.springerrescue.org

ESRA is a non-profit 501(c)(3) cor-
poration. Our all-volunteer organiza-
tion works with love

and passion for English Springer
Spaniels in need.
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Mailing address for

donations and inquiries:

2721 Walker Lee Drive

Los Alamitos, CA 90720-4935

e-mail: info@springerrescue.org
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The Springer Side of Life By Toby 2. earmin
co x Imagine my surprise when into

' the patio flies another sparrow this
morning. Somebody needs to equip

0thesJe (H?(fes?withca éélgs %;tstem!

Now, Mom is getting better at this

and she got the house door closed

before Sam knew what was going

I just have to ask you dogs all a question.
Do you understand your humans, or am | the
only one in the Spr l’f
get a handle on what these people want us to
do? I am so confused!

Sam, my younger brother, is something

Mom.calls a ﬁfieldie oo zjs obne.et'Noetntnbeu,S'l'é_m St
as_tlcally_try_lng t o : nflluiskheo g(lluoeo.kSSol'nkoew,
chasing to me) some big black birds & crows, |

) ) bird all around the patio. | swear all |
think, from our backyard. He gets all kind of P was trying to do was get him to go

praise for it, but when ‘Iémtrunninogtthéoﬁeﬁdoofr.Eo'akglﬁkeMom
line trying to Aflusho |izards, Shvx}?istoﬁﬁna\ﬁoé‘rmcgweﬁi&it!'m? t o

they eat flies. o bird got away, but my mom is ec-

Then when | start flushing flies out of the corner where they love to hang static. Boy, sheds
out , she tells me to stop Dbeing siaboltdhishanfirg stusf.AMBe whayn t h
tency there? | was just trying to do what she wants those ugly lizards to do!! into the kitchen, s
Yesterday, it got even more confusing. Some little bird gets lost and ends up petting me, and pr a
on our screened-in patio. Does he go perch up high to figure out his exit strat- eating the bird. o S
egy? Nah T he goes suicidal. Fool sparrow is crashing into posts and screening do? She reaches into our treat cup-
bashing his head every three seconds. Sam decides to flush this bird, and he is board and rewards me with a freeze-
racing up and down the patio | i ke dar jcehda mpt.r ilpd lolf bcenidc
critter. I's mom happy? Heck no. | nsoododcenfused!s hebs been
time to fistopd and to Aleave it.o Sam |l ooks at her |

catches up to him she does that ngQSﬁASNev@sonitorr‘lags?a{f sweepo
are naturally reluctant to part with whatever yummy, yet taboo, treat we have

found. In the midst of all this, | am watching, trying to figure out what the heck Publisher

she wants ME to do. | candét under skn@dled why she wants
Ti sndt that what sheds been tr ai ni essgum@athinkteto do? Sudd:e
neither Sam nor Mom can find it.

Criminney T do | have to do everything around here? So out | go to the e i
. . . ; helley De rn]m .
patio and there | sit. The blrdllj_e flew right
. . ilibral6@aol.co
I tell you it was suicidal? Well, Mom turns on me and screams at me to drop
t he §#*% blr-d in her football gameCoﬁy%dito(flq_ayoutThatOS t he
team playing hundreds of miles away can hear her and call a better play. So Linnea Maxwell
heck yeah, Il 6m going to drop the Bird! And there it
have scared it to death with all that yelling!! Writers
And now that sheo6s got the darn [KéRPHE, she doesnot
up by its foot, looks at us both sitting quietly waiting to see how she will di- Linnea M_axwell
vide this treat and with total disgust on her face dumps the critter in the trash Kathy Raidt
can. What a waste! She gave Sam mini lectures for the rest of the morning gary:] POI\I/"I" f
about what Al eave ito means, and forf owed me around
. . A . N
while telling me what a good dog IGraapr%'Conshhlpanq' Didnot |
whatever.

David Latimer



By Carolyn Molloy

I nStant G ratlflcathn Ava.l I able ESRA Foster Home Chairperson

Want a non-fattening way to find instant gratification? You are nearly guaranteed the savory experience of love,
wiggles and entertainment from a foster Springer. To witness these fosters regain their self confidence, watch their true
personalities emerge, and thrive in your care is an amazing evolution that yields incredible rewards. There is some bit-
tersweet added too, as the dogs leave you to begin their new lives with their very own families.

Pl ease consider giving back to ESRA by becoming a f
tion of our organization. When foster space is unavailable, we have to make the agonizing choice to turn some Spring-
ers away. The summer fAdumping seasono is here, and

There are no special qualifications to being a foster home other than a willingness to provide the dogs with a safe
and loving environment. To be sure, some challenges come with the job, but ESRA has plenty of mentors who will
coach you throughout the process. Whether you can foster once to provide emergency foster space, or you become a
seasoned pro like some of our volunteers interviewed below, opening your home to a foster dog is a Gold Standard
way to help. Submit your foster home application and your coordinator or local volunteer will be in contact. Find the
application and | ear n mo wmew.SpringerBescue.&r@jbtndster.htthlo st er pr ogr

Getting Started With Fostering By Linnea Maxvell

If you love Madeline Finnerty of Ashland, OH, points out that
Springers and when you first bring a new dog into your house, there
wish you are issues about the peckir
could help to walk around the yard by itself with my dogs still in-
them all, but side. Then | crate the foster dog or put him back in my
realize the car and let my dogs out. My dogs usually realize there is
limitations of a new dog and will do some sniffing. Then they go and
% owning too do their own thing. | may bring the new dog into the
P A QM many dogs, house and allow him to get a drink and walk around.
J e . . | consider fos- Back in the yard, where there is lots of space, | let the
Buddyos coat is typilcaBTrafn @h attotsdesto kmow achrotherel watch for signs of one
may encounter when a new dog arrives from| 5 difficult as dog wanting to dominate the others. Then | bring them
a shelter after being dumped by his owner. . -
some might all back inside and may keep them separated or even
think, and ESRAG6s foster famatle etshearfeo htagrrp yatt of isrhatr.e
experience to help you get started. ESRA President Caryn Pola has fostered more than
According to Kara DuLac-Shields of Knoxville, TN, 200 dogs, and follows a similar procedure when intro-
fostering is a learn-as-you-go situation, but as long as you ducing a new dog to her pac
treat the dog with kindness and respect, anything you do ing the new guy, we take off his leash. But we always
will likely be better than where the dog came from. stay in the yard. After some time the new dog will ven-

Al was very nervous ab ou fureintgtgehayse angg let Yim explorepye doings o ki
Chance, our first foster df@vga}ny)fomﬂ(ogb{orgso@(qungverfeqqiboneﬁofaayn- t

neglect my own two dogs, and | didn't want to somehow kind). Usually I let them relax before feeding, and feed
6mess upbd with Chance, butt hgtreewwkoGoaWahy mf NOMeRiINg
the only thing we really had to do was to love Chance and What happens next depends on whether the foster
teach him just | ike we do dogicame foom ashefier orisan owner relinquishment.

Continued on page 4
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Getting Started With Fostering  (continued from page 3)

For shelter dogs, Car yn s;a yasgedandiwillfrespandivesll tmatemtiondtraigngané r e a
smel |l vy, | 61 I give a bath ahdvieaior Madel i hel saand. hol d
will, but most times | have to give a bath. Flea prevention is Sometimes families fall in love and adopt their fos-
done at that time.Oo ter dog, often referred to
No matter where Bill Timmons of Ft. Pier:«
the dog came ing to be very rewarding. It is always sad to send them
from, Caryn ad- to the forever homes, but
vises the new fos- 6mi ddl eman.d It would be e
ter home to be but if 1| do, then | donot
careful. fAYeus AP tjvamd6t havenodt yet.

know this dog and
you need to be
wary. Don't be
Kissing the dog,
but be talking to

Some grooming and TLC from his foster | him. He may be
family make Buddy ready for adoption. Very nervpo

Most families know that parting with their foster
dogs will be an emotional time, but the rewards out-
weigh the sadness.

As M.L. Woy, of West Sacramento, CA, says,
fiYou meet a | ot of great p
L?OQS arBj will make many new friendships. There is a

For the first night. Madeline advi ing the f lot of satisfaction watching a new dog develop while it
or the first night, Madeline advises crating the foster is in your care. You will get to know other fostering

dog, at least until she trusts the dog or knows that he/she is families as you quiz them about dog behavior and how

h_o use trained ; iMost of nly thgygegl ¥Niﬁ1 'fos%ering,?o\ﬂr%etw%rﬁvﬁlpbbild.?h'g € ofr
nights crated and then lay on their own bed. 1 also crate the down side, the sad day you wave goodbye to your fos-

foster dog when I_ I_ eave thh Ter atnghgdﬁearsaastyoub/vﬁcmﬁm g% to his new

Caryn does not crate the dog on the first night, but sets home, knowing that you would like to keep him forever
up an area with a baby gate and dog bed near her own bed, ibut that would stop you f
AWhere | can keep an eye on rt—'glv?nnseé’vi@uyﬁ\ﬂlﬁgt-b§/d%\éslkpéc? '
he is uneasy. 0 ’

_ knowing that in the future, | (_:ould foster anqther ESRA
Fawn Bryan of Chagrin Falghnger itQshhelpd $n¥wing Babthe Spirlde? 1Shad @

leash in the house to begin with. Take the dog out every just helped was going to a great home...who still con-

hour to make sure he is potty trained. Stretch out the time tactsme!'l t 6s wonderful hear ho
when you feel comfortable that the foster is potty trained, if how much the new family | o
noti potty train.1 f you have children in your home, do;n(“)t

leave the dog unattended with them or overwhelm a

stressed out dog with excited children. Take your time, in- ¢ : ' €’
troduce one child at a time and set each introduction up for ’ ==
success for the Springer and : V

E
B

Most foster dogs will need a vet visit soon after coming
into ESRAOGs care. Foster ho
state coordinator to understand what expenses are covered
and how to submit bills for reimbursement.

Once the foster dog settles into your routine, daily care
is no different than with your own dogs. Within a few
weeks, youbll see the dog bl
be adopted. fAFoster dogs 5see

- 0s re
have

U 1 U VWV 11 d I <
Finally, Buddy is adopted and has a forever family.
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Make Plans for Nationals in September

As youd
making your sum-
mer travel plans,
please consider
joining ESRA in
Missouri for the
National Springer
Spaniel Specialty
Show, September
6-12. Thatés quite
a bit earlier than it has been held in previous years, so
now is the time to get it on your calendar.

I f you arenod6t familiar
tell you about a great way to spend a week. The English
Springer Spaniel Field Trial Association (ESSFTA) is the
national parent club for our breed. It holds an annual dog
show, which moves to a different state each year. The
show is a fabulous event for Springer lovers to watch
dogs compete in confirmation, obedience, rally, team
obedience, agility, and hunting dog tests.

This year 6s
Summit, MO, near St. Louis.

show wil/|l

ESRA will again play an active role in the show. We
will have an evening hospitality suite for fun and
Springer talk. Our annual meeting will be at the Holiday
Inn Six Flags in Eureka, Mo., on Thurs., Sept. 9. ESRA
members are encouraged to attend and share your ideas
with the management team and board members who will
be in attendance. On Friday night, ESRA will be holding
our fundraising dinner and auction. This year it will be a
magical night of wine, chocolate and Springers! Saturday
will be the event most dear to my heart 7 the Rescue Pa-
rade. We will have 20-25 rescued dogs come to the show
and parade in the show ring. These rescued Springers
may come from any rescue, but the dogs and their owners
must register in advance. A wonderful book is prepared
with their stories, and
Rescue Parade will be also shown by webcast.

An event such as this relies on lots of volunteers. We
set up a 40-foot booth and sell ESRA merchandise and
lots of great dog stuff! We need people to work in the
booth T no experience necessary! We also need folks i

it os

By Caryn Pola

guys i to help set
up and take down
the booth. We
also need volun-
teers to set up be-
fore the party on
Friday. ESRA
also helps the
ESSFTA put on
the show, and this year we will assist with morning hos-
pitality, the information booth, and grounds keeping. We

always get a great donation from ESSFTA in return for
WdurtaBistaficd? € nati onal show,

One neat thing about attending nationals is meeting
ESRA members from all over the USA, as many of our
members attend year after year. For more information
about Nationals, please see the website
www.ESSFTA.com or www.essftanational.com.

Even if you canét
ESRA by sending jtems for gur auction or making a_gift

like to help with our show by offering a door prize,
please e-mail me at rescuespringers@hotmail.com.

| hope to see you in September!

———

SAVE THE DATES

2009 ESSFTA Nationals
Sept. 6-12
Purina Farms
Gray Summit, MO

I f you dondét have ti

a | WRYOWINGEGYGAr ¢ o 5 ¢
2010 ESSFTA Nationals
Oct. 2-10

Linn County Fairgrounds
Albany, Oregon

be urina arms. 1.n ra
basﬁe{ that represents your sEtte. ff your business would y

me

et

attend

t

0

j er ke



O'O0Oggg-g-g-g-g-g-g-
Large Transports Take Lots of Coordination

road again d this time with Beth Campbell, Leslie Allen

By Linnea Maxwell

and Cindy Peterson A Thi ngs went much

r

because of all we | earned t
had almost as many dogs, but we took two smaller vans,
which saved a [ ot of time b
stacked as deep and didnot
we took a potty break. o
Nita sees the silver lining instead of clouds, espe-
cially as her work hours have been reduced due to the
economy. ATi ming is everyth
professor, and she was on break during our first trip.
AiTwo years ago | was so0 bus
Cindy Peterson checks on dogs during a rest stop. done anything like this.?o
Last issue, we announced I\/Wagwhlge oqt%gﬂ%erergﬂﬂhecpuntrﬁ 5?@)(\0 S
Transport Team. Thi s -the-s s éArmstrong %“} I—Eeath?r Fa[( emRatrgked gn ajgugnﬁy ton d
scenes look at how a large transport comes together. bring 41 of the Missouri dogs west. Kathy is the coordi-
_ _ ~ nator for eastern Washington, Idaho and Montana, and
N_' ta Watson Is ESRAOs t " iedther RoBrdinates é:m%rgeﬁcytllangpﬁnts 9hey flé
Georgia and Alabama. When ESRA rescu_ed_ the Kan§as from Spokane, WA, to Kansas City, courtesy of a respon-
dogs last November, Nita handled the logistics of taking sible Springer breeder who supports ESRA.
a van to Missouri, and bringing back as many dogs as
could be fostered in surrou Qngeontrbeground thteyspenttheﬁlr%gayhglpmé; n ot
our act together, but we Kgn%asrc?_lorglaator Mgrk %néuel W@ Wetlntagelofverr.yq
said. AUntil the time we fn}' eqsnumbwaswas const
changing, as coordinators would line up more foster ’ O K af thy said. n They '
homes, and e-mail us with how many dogs each state they were fearful until they found out we were nice. Then

could take. o
Diane Samdahl collected more than 20 borrowed

crates. AShedbs a very organi
had great response from members and adopters who
couldndét drive, but offered

Nita and Diane drove a rented cargo van from Geor-
gia to Missouri and brought back 27 dogs. After a stop
in Tennessee to pick up more dogs, they regrouped in
Atlanta where some dogs were met by foster parents and
other transporters. Carol Sanderson then took the re-
maining dogs to Florida, and brought the van back.
ifiCargo vans need to be dropp
rented, 0 Nita explained.

Shortly afterwards, Linda Lintz organized the Trans- T A e JEane
port Team. Nita e-mailed the group with her recommen- Heather Fall, Tracy Marik, Kathy Armstrong and Wes
dations and thought she would take a break from trans- Poetschat load the rental truck, along with Heather's Brittany,

] ] Tori, a service dog who accompanied them to Missouri.
porting. Two months later, ESRA rescued 100 Springers

from the Missouri kennel fire, and Nita was on the (Continued on page 7)
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they just wanted to be | ove



Many Human Foods Are
Dangerous toPogs per i ence the

Transport (continued from page 6)

Because they had | ear neg
you canot t akway, Kathycard Hegtber v a
rented a 16-foot truck in Kansas City. They stopped at vol-
unt eer s & h o mé sfirstanlatdNebaskat therein
Wyoming, they met up with other drivers who took dogs on
to Utah, Nevada, Arizona, Colorado, California and Seattle.

Kathy and Heather had 12 dogs left when they were
forced to stop in Missoula, Montana because a snow storm
closed a mountain pass. Luckily, they found a pet-friendly
motel, and all got some much needed rest.

Back in Spokane, coverage on two TV stations gener-
ated new volunteers, donations, and helped the dogs get
pl aced quickly. M@ANone of
all went to ESRA foster h

Therebs al ways somet hi ng
the way. For Kathy and Heather, it was a recently-spayed
dog whose sutures came out. Wyoming foster mom Kristi
Wallin Astepped up out of
own vet. For Nita and Diane, it was two dogs they thought
were about to give birth. Dee and Dean Maupins took those
two dogs when Nita and Diane stopped in Tennessee.

Al 6m so proud of this o
Team, 0 Kathy said, giving
ing it, as well as Suzanne Zutter, Heather Fall, and many
ot hers who hel ped along t
to do something big. I f w
at a truck stop at four i

Nita echoed the senti menr
my God, how are we going
into place. 0

n

[

dozen traveling dogs in a Montana motel room.

..‘...‘...‘...‘...‘..O...O...O...‘...‘...‘...‘...‘..O...O...O...‘...‘...‘...‘...‘..O..I7

one

By Kara Dulac

are two very different species with different dietary
needs. Because dogs are smaller, with different teeth,

different body chemistry, and far shorter digestive sys-
hey candot eat

tems, t

W a y Our dogs are unlike humans physiologically. We

many

As the weather warms up and we enjoy barbeques
and seasonal

diligent about these potentially dangerous foods and

favorite

s , it

drinks that might be within reach of your best friend.

sai d.

| heAvocddpesShe avazanld fruit, pit, and plaht/aree arel i t y
D Aleoxictodogé. at hy

aBA& Pt be ?oﬂc intIane qﬂaﬁtiﬁek due\"fd al h al

compound called isothiocyanate. Just make sure broc-

col i makes

nowhereo and
a Grapes & raisins: Have an unknown toxin that
causes kidney failure in dogs.

Up nNno mor e

took the

t han
dog

9il9rH'olnsz&agialrlf'c:oCRntaig tni%sulf:iltetthgt deﬁtrpys& nspo

Lo blogricefls and gauses gngmig. Fhislgo fyjlds up ¢

in the

dogbs

system,

SO ev

h 8ta tfng (epeateq Ipgestion cangeguly in toxig levels. 5
° 3 ?o?ngtoeeQThe stienﬁs an(‘f"léaa\?es‘of tﬁ?—: torHafo ﬁlant ol
N cohtﬂnea Iotrgf)o{(algtés, Wiich &fe bladder stones.

t Some Raletaléd &ttrib@itéd @ardiacpreblems Yotht to-t h i n

Pnatodtelf. t hat 2?0

and t hen

it al

a Pits/seedsAlthough fruits like apples, cherries, and
peaches are great snacks for dogs, most fruit pits con-
tain a form of cyanide and can also cause intestinal

blockages.

a Mold/Spoiled food:Even t hough

suffer with food poisoning symptoms because their di-
systems are s

take chances.

gestive
not to
your dog.

dogs

0O muc
I f yo

a Mushrooms: There are very few types that are com-

pl etely

saf e,

so itos

(Continued on page 8)
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Doggie Dietary No -No 0 s

& Nuts: Macadamia and walnuts can cause weakness,
muscle tremors and paralysis. However, other nuts like
peanuts and Brazil nuts can be healthy for your dog, in
moderation.

a Potato peelings, green potatoes, green tomatoes, and
rhubarb leaves: Contain oxalates, which can harm the
nervous, digestive, and urinary systems, causing bladder
stones. And by the way, rhubarb leaves are toxic no mat-

ter to which species you belong!

4 Salt, Baking Soda, & Baking Powder:Too much salt

(continued)

& Chocolate: Although your dog may

tell you he LOVES chocolate, it does-

nét | ove him. Choco
feine and an alkaloid compound

called theobromine, which acts as a

cardiac stimulant and diuretic. In
large-enough amounts, chocolate can lead to dehydration,
seizures, and death.

a Coffee/tea/soft drinks: Are all hazardous due to their
caffeine content. Remember to dispose of your coffee
grounds and tea bags properly, as dogs can sometimes

can damage your dogos ki dnhgeaStrangeAtationtobtufilikethd. e amounts,

t hey al/l can unbalance your dogbés electrolytes, |l ead

muscle spasm and congestive heart failure. a Cigarettes/Cigars/Chewing Tobacco/Nicotine
Patches/Nicotine Gum:Nicotine is an alkaloid poison,

& Fish: Some raw fish can also cause salmonella poison- toxic enough that ités used

ing; raw salmon can contain a parasite that hosts have ingested enough nicotine, the poison can paralyze

rickettsia, which can sicken or kill dogs. their diaphragm (breathing) muscle and cause cardiac

4 Bones:Most bones should NOT be given (especially problems, up to heart failure.

chicken or spare rib bones) because they all can splinter a NSAIDs/Aspirin/louprofen: In large doses, non-

and lacerate the digestive tract, or pose a choking hazard steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs can cause ulcers, and

by becoming stuck in your 44:998KdSeysbytetiubif blood 8Pt Rat orgdn. € N O

bad, though. Appropriately-sized bones do offer valuable
minerals and nutrients, and chewing on a hard object will
clean your dogb6s teeth
as well as provide entertainment for your dog. If you do
give your dog a bone, make sure it is a large enough
bone, |l i ke a beef
whol e, and al ways
be aware that raw bones can harbor bacteria like salmo-
nella. You can boil your
bility of culturing bacteria, but baking them tends to

make them brittle.

a Dairy Products: Beware of fatty dairy products like
butter and cream, which can precipitate pancreatitis.

4 Alcohol: Wi n e, beer , tequil a,
what kind 7 any form of alcohol can lead to coma or
death.

a Fatty Meats: Fatty meats have the capacity to induce
pancreatitis. Avoid them

and

dogos

Administer these to your dog only on the advice of your

veterinarian. _ _
strengthen their jaw musc

a Tylenol/Acetaminophen: Should NEVER be given to
dogs or cats. Causes severe tissue damage to cells, and

knucklI e,dotghsatanylowratdo g omadr 6 th asvvea leln
s uper vi Jeessyryotaeffectidely bréaksthis chamdcal dowrginto itA 1 s o

harmless components.

~bones to reduce the p
a Human Vitamin Supplements: Many vitamins manu-

factured for human use contain levels of nutrients and
minerals, particularly iron, which are too concentrated for
dogs to digest safely. They can cause kidney failure and
liver damage.

N yingouddr tb show duw levs ta durtfourdeggedtkidsr

with tail s, we do need to s
sionally, just |like any res
doubt about a food treat, d

And if your dog gets hold of something bad, call the
ASPCA Poison Hotline at (888) 426-4435.



OOggrgg-g-g-g-g-g-g-ge
I A H a p p y E n d | N g As told to Kathy Raidt

, As luck would have it, last winter my Springer mom hitched a ride from Kan-
1| sas to Minnesota, and | was born one snowy morning. | remember all of the atten-
tion my mom gave to me. | remember blindly looking for an open milk spigot

== throughout the first days of my life. After a while my eyes started to open and |

& saw this wonderful lady watching over all of us. We were living in a square box
~| that was painted white like the snow outside.

My mom, Joy, could jump out at her leisure but it took my brother, my two
= sisters and me a couple of more weeks before we tried climb out of this box.
Y Luckily, the wonderful lady and her family visited us often and held us in their
laps giving us such warmth and tenderness with their touches.

Soon we started to walk & and then run & around their house. It was so much fun to roll and tumble with my
brother and sisters on the rug or under the dining room table. Several times a day, this wonderful lady took us outside to
do something, but I am not quite sure what we were supposed to do except play in the snow.

As time went on, we started to learn our manners from our mom. We met a lot of other people who picked us up,
held us on their laps, played with us, and took us to different places. It was very exciting to meet other dogs like us, play
with them, and run in the yard. Here is where | started to understand why we went outside several times a day. One of
the older dogs in the house always led the way while we followed him.

Then one day, my brother Sammy left with a very happy couple. My sister Snow left the next week with a family
that had two children. Finally, my sister Star left with a family that had a young daughter. | was the only one still with
our mom, and then one day she went away with a family who fell in love with her as soon as they met her.

I was alone for awhile.

Then this nice couple appeared at the house. They wanted to see me and play with me on the floor. Boy, | was hav-
ing fun and they were too. So, it was decided that | would go home with them.

The trip was a long one in doggie minutes, but we finally ar-
rived. | checked out the whole house, the yard, the two boys, and
decided that this was a very happy home. | started Puppy class and
met my first Lab the first week. The second week, | met my first
Pug. I have been making friends every place that I go. | finally un-
derstand why the nice people ask me to go outside several times a
day. Wow!

I have been growing and growing. Everyone who meets me
now says that I am going to be a big dog. They like the softness of Ei
my black and white fur and they are amazed that | do not bark. Life &
is so good here, why would I need to complain? | would like to
thank the following people who made my new life possible:

e Trudy Stiefenhoefer, my mo nibeRearflopfamdywith fevdy adppiedMilomo m
e Cay Wingard, who whelped us and fostered all of us
e Carmen Laing, who fostered us and found us great forever homes

o Kris Radermacher, who loaned us her whelping box and gave our foster mom a lot of good information on how
to raise a puppy

e Tom and Debbie Reardon and their two sons, Kyle and Cory, who adopted me!
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